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REVELATION, Chapter 12 
The Four Phases of the Great Controversy 

 
The line of prophecy in which these symbols are found begins with Revelation 12, with 
the dragon that sought to destroy Christ at His birth. The dragon is said to be Satan 
(Revelation 12:9); he it was that moved upon Herod to put the Saviour to death. But the 
chief agent of Satan in making war upon Christ and His people during the first centuries 
of the Christian Era was the Roman Empire, in which paganism was the prevailing 
religion. Thus while the dragon, primarily, represents Satan, it is, in a secondary sense, a 
symbol of pagan Rome.  The Great Controversy, p. 438 
   
War in Heaven  Since that time Satan and his army of confederates have been the avowed 
enemies of God in our world, continually warring against the cause of truth and 
righteousness. Satan has continued to present to men, as he presented to the angels, his 
false representations of Christ and of God, and he has won the world to his side. Even the 
professedly Christian churches have taken sides with the great apostate.  Review and 
Herald, Jan. 28, 1909 
 
1.  Revelation 12 is divided into four sections: 
 a) vs. 1-5; the SECOND Phase of the Great Controversy 
 b) vs. 7-12; the FIRST Phase of the Great Controversy 
 c) vs. 6, 13-16; the THIRD Phase of the Great Controversy 
 d) vs. 17; the FOURTH Phase3 of the Great Controversy 
2.  Symbols of Revelation 12 
 a) The woman;  ______________________________ 
     Jeremiah 6:2; Revelation 12:6, 14-17; 
     Psalms 104:2; Malachi4:2; Luke 16:8;1 Thessalonians 5:5-8 
 
 b) The dragon; _________________ and ________________ 
     Revelation 12:9-10 
 
  i. _____________________ 
 
  ii. ____________________ 
 
  iii. ____________________ 
 
  iv. ____________________ 
 
  v. _____________________ 
 
 c) Seven Heads; __________ _____________________  ______________ 
 
  i. _____________________ 
 
  ii. ____________________ 
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  iii. ____________________ 
 
  iv. ____________________ 
 
  v. _____________________ 
 
  vi. _____________________ 
 
  vii. _____________________ 
 
 d) Ten Horns;___________________________________________________ 
      Revelation 17:12 
 
 e) Man Child; ___________________ 
     Psalms 2:9; Revelation 2:27; 19:15 
 
  i. Michael; __________________ 
     Daniel 10:13; 10:21; 12:1; Jude 1:9; Revelation 12:7 
 
  ii. War; _____________________ 
Opposition to the law of God had its beginning in the courts of heaven, with Lucifer, the 
covering cherub. Satan determined to be first in the councils of heaven, and equal with 
God. He began his work of rebellion with the angels under his command, seeking to 
diffuse among them the spirit of discontent. And he worked in so deceptive a way that 
many of the angels were won to his allegiance before his purposes were fully known. 
Even the loyal angels could not fully discern his character, nor see to what his work was 
leading. When Satan had succeeded in winning many angels to his side, he took his cause 
to God, representing that it was the desire of the angels that he occupy the position that 
Christ held.  
     The evil continued to work until the spirit of disaffection ripened into active revolt. 
Then there was war in heaven, and Satan, with all who sympathized with him, was cast 
out. Satan had warred for the mastery in heaven, and had lost the battle. God could no 
longer trust him with honor and supremacy, and these, with the part he had taken in the 
government of heaven, were taken from him.   
     Since that time Satan and his army of confederates have been the avowed enemies of 
God in our world, continually warring against the cause of truth and righteousness. Satan 
has continued to present to men, as he presented to the angels, his false representations of 
Christ and of God, and he has won the world to his side. Even the professedly Christian 
churches have taken sides with the great apostate (RH Jan. 28, 1909). 
 
Satan was once an honored angel in heaven, next to Christ. His countenance, like those of 
the other angels, was mild and expressive of happiness. His forehead was high and broad, 
showing great intelligence. His form was perfect; his bearing noble and majestic. But 
when God said to His Son, "Let us make man in our image," Satan was jealous of Jesus. 
He wished to be consulted concerning the formation of man, and because he was not, he 
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was filled with envy, jealousy, and hatred. He desired to receive the highest honors in 
heaven next to God.   
     Until this time all heaven had been in order, harmony, and perfect subjection to the 
government of God. It was the highest sin to rebel against His order and will. All heaven 
seemed in commotion. The angels were marshaled in companies, each division with a 
higher commanding angel at its head. Satan, ambitious to exalt himself, and unwilling to 
submit to the authority of Jesus, was insinuating against the government of God. Some of 
the angels sympathized with Satan in his rebellion, and others strongly contended for the 
honor and wisdom of God in giving authority to His Son. There was contention among 
the angels. Satan and his sympathizers were striving to reform the government of God. 
They wished to look into His unsearchable wisdom, and ascertain His purpose in exalting 
Jesus and endowing Him with such unlimited power and command. They rebelled against 
the authority of the Son. All the heavenly host were summoned to appear before the 
Father to have each case decided. It was there determined that Satan should be expelled 
from heaven, with all the angels who had joined him in the rebellion. Then there was war 
in heaven. Angels were engaged in the battle; Satan wished to conquer the Son of God 
and those who were submissive to His will. But the good and true angels prevailed, and 
Satan, with his followers, was driven from heaven.  }   
     After Satan and those who fell with him were shut out of heaven, and he realized that 
he had forever lost all its purity and glory, he repented, and wished to be reinstated in 
heaven. He was willing to take his proper place, or any position that might be assigned 
him. But no; heaven must not be placed in jeopardy. All heaven might be marred should 
he be taken back; for sin originated with him, and the seeds of rebellion were within him. 
Both he and his followers wept, and implored to be taken back into the favor of God. But 
their sin--their hatred, their envy and jealousy--had been so great that God could not blot 
it out. It must remain to receive its final punishment.  Early Writings, p. 146  
 
  iii. Cast out (v, 9) and Cast down (v.10); ________________ 
Satan Cast Down by Death of Christ.--The casting down of Satan as an accuser of the 
brethren in heaven was accomplished by the great work of Christ in giving up His life. 
Notwithstanding Satan's persistent opposition, the plan of redemption was being carried 
out. Man was esteemed of sufficient value for Christ to sacrifice His life for him. Satan, 
knowing that the empire he had usurped would in the end be wrested from him, 
determined to spare no pains to destroy as many as possible of the creatures whom God 
had created in His image. He hated man because Christ had manifested for him such 
forgiving love and pity, and he now prepared to practice upon him every species of 
deception by which he might be lost; he pursued his course with more energy because of 
his own hopeless condition (3SP 194, 195).  {7BC 973.10} 
 
  iv. The blood of the Lamb: ______________________________ 
We should consider that it was not merely to accomplish the redemption of man that 
Christ came to earth, it was not merely that the inhabitants of this little world might 
regard the law of God as it should be regarded, but it was to demonstrate to all the worlds 
that God's law is unchangeable and that the wages of sin is death.   
     There is a great deal more to this subject than we can take in at a glance. O that all 
might see the importance of carefully studying the Scriptures! Many seem to have the 
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idea that this world and the  heavenly mansions constitute the universe of God. Not so. 
The redeemed throng will range from world to world, and much of their time will be 
employed in searching out the mysteries of redemption. And throughout the whole stretch 
of eternity this subject will be continually opening to their minds. The privileges of those 
who overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony are beyond 
comprehension.   
     We have each to battle with the fallen foe. . . . Begin the warfare at once by gaining 
victories over self. Do not give place to the devil. . . . Throw all the weight of your 
influence on the side of Christ.   
     When you look at the cross of Calvary you cannot doubt God's love or His willingness 
to save. He has worlds upon worlds that give Him divine honor, and heaven and all the 
universe would have been just as happy if He had left this world to perish, but so great 
was His love for the fallen race that He gave His own dear Son to die that they might be 
redeemed from eternal death. As we see the care, the love,that God has for us, let us 
respond to it; let us give to Jesus all the powers of our being, fighting manfully the battles 
of the Lord. We cannot afford to lose our souls; we cannot afford to sin against God. Life, 
eternal life in the kingdom of glory, is worth everything.  That I May Know Him, p. 367  
 
Accusing Power of Satan Broken.--Christ on the cross, not only draws men to repentance 
toward God for the transgression of His law--for whom God pardons He first makes 
penitent-- but Christ has satisfied justice; He has proffered Himself as an atonement. His 
gushing blood, His broken body, satisfy the claims of the broken law, and thus He 
bridges the gulf which sin has made. He suffered in the flesh that with His bruised and 
broken body He might cover the defenseless sinner. The victory gained at His death on 
Calvary broke forever the accusing power of Satan over the universe, and silenced his 
charges that self-denial was impossible with God and therefore not essential in the human 
family (MS 50, 1900).    
 
 f) Wilderness;___________________________________________________ 
     Revelation 11:3-4  
 
 g) a thousand two hundred and threescore days and a time,         and times, 
and half a time; _________________________________ 
     Revelation 11:3-4; 12:6, 14; Daniel 7:25; 12:7 
The forty and two months are the same as the "time and times and the dividing of time," 
three years and a half, or 1260 days, of Daniel 7 -  -  the time during which the papal 
power was to oppress God's people. This period, as stated in preceding chapters, began 
with the supremacy of the papacy, A.D. 538, and terminated in 1798. At that time the 
pope was made captive by the French army, the papal power received its deadly wound, 
and the prediction was fulfilled, "He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity."  
The Great Controversy, p. 439   
 
 h) two wings of a great eagle;________________________________ 
     Exodus 19:4; Isaiah 40:30,31; Ezekiel 17:3;  
 
 i) water; ___________________________________ 
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     Revelation 17:5 
 
 j) Earth; ___________________________________ 
    Revelation13:11 
 
 k) Mouth; __________________________________ 
     Genesis 3; 
 
 l) Remnant; _________________________________ 
 
Those who love and keep the commandments of God are most obnoxious to the 
synagogue of Satan, and the powers of evil will manifest their hatred toward them to the 
fullest extent possible. John foresaw the conflict between the remnant church and the 
power of evil, and said, "The dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war 
with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the 
testimony of Jesus Christ."   
     The forces of darkness will unite with human agents who have given themselves into 
the control of Satan, and the same scenes that were exhibited at the trial, rejection, and 
crucifixion of Christ will be revived. Through yielding to satanic influences, men will be 
transformed into fiends; and those who were created in the image of God, who were 
formed to honor and glorify their Creator, will become the habitation of dragons, and 
Satan will see in an apostate race his masterpiece of evil--men who reflect his own image 
(RH April 14, 1896). 


